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2006 Annual Dinners Speakers Laud
the Council’s work — Casey/Santorum
Appearance Draws National Attention

ach vear the Pennsylvania Environmental Council
hexsts marquee environmental events in Philadelphia,

Pittsburgh and Wilkes-Bame. PEC officials have just
announced that PEMMN DOT Secretary Allan Bichler will
keynote the 161h Annual Mortheast Pennsylvania
Environmental Partnership Awards Dinner in Wilkes-Barre "

on Ooioker 15,

Earlier this year, PEC was praised by PA DEF Secretary
Kathleen McGinty at the Western PA Awards Dinner
(see related story page 3) for the Council’s role as an
on-the-ground advocate of environmental innovation

and economic developrment.

Similarly, PA DCMR Secretary Michael DiBerardinis
invked Pennsylvania’s rich conservation heritage as he
lauded PEC's approach to conservation work around the
state during the 36th Annual Philadelphia dinner. His
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speech “Vision for Elevating the Value of Natural Resource — Dinner in June
Conservation in Pennsyhvania® highlighted continued page 7

Biehler slated to speak in
October, PA DEP Secretary
Kathleen McGinty headlined
Western Pennsylvania
Awards Dinner in May,

PA DCNR Secretary Michael
DiBeraradinis delivered
address at Philadelphia
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been appointed as the new President and CEC.
He replaces Andrew SMcEbwaine whao took a
position with the Comservancy af Southwest
Florida in December 2005, Paul King, CEF,
Chair of the Board of Directors, stated that
“Brian is Clearly the right person o lead this

Organizatson as we siep wp the pace of environ.

mental advocacy in Pennsylvania. Brian knows
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From the Desk

of the President
A Tradition of Innovation

I My family and | live in the east end of Harrisburg in a neighborhood conceived by

Horace McFarland, one of the state's leading consenvationists of the early 1900s. A kocal
businessman who was inspired by the natural world, McFarland decided to develop a
neighborhood that fiollowed the contours of the local landscape. Viewed as innovative
at the time, his Bellevue Park incorporated some of the best ingredients of commanity
planning, resulting in a neighbordhood with a tree “sense of place,”

It is my belief that Horace McFarland would have been attracted by PEC's mission. Our
historic invobaement in land use and community design would have resonated with him,
but it & also quite possible that he would have been intrigued by owr ongolng efforts to
show that a thriving economy and a healthy environment go hand in hand.
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PEC distinguished itself by helping to craft public policies that met both ends. Several
examples of public policy innowvation come to mind — our decision to support a market-
based approach via cap and trade programs for specific air and water quality parameters,
our willingness to explore the links between land use policy and solid and hazardous
waste management which helped shape the state’s award- winning brownfield program,
resulting in the reclamation of former industrial sites throughout the Commaonwealth), and
our approech o watershed management that continues o bring logether diverse inferests
to imgrove the states rivers and streams.

Most recently, In conjunction with Pennaylvania®s Treasury Department, PEC convensd a
group of financial experts and investors to explore the possibility of the state developing a
“preen” imvestment fund using & small portion of its investment portfolio. Such a fund
woukd stimulate job creation, provide a good rate of return o the Commaomwealih, and
improve environmental quality. As a result, Treasury just announced the creation of its
new Keystone Green Investment Fund, which focuses imvestments in clean technology
and renewable enegy. This 520 million fund s attracting other investors, and will be the
subsject of PEC's annual meeling on Seplember 13, 2006.

As the new President and CEO of the PEC, | am honared to falbow in the footsteps of our
past directors = Andreyw McElwaine, Eleanor Winsor, and Joanne Denvworth = all of whom
brought their own innovative touch to PEC. OF course, we build on the work of earlier
innovators such as Horace McFarland. In my new pasition at the Council, | look forward
1o working with our stalf, boand, and you — our memibers. and supportens — o expand
existing and create new programs that continue PEC's fradition of innowvation.

Brian |. Hill
President & CEC

Forum Readers: We Want to Hear From You!
If you have comments on Forum, contact Renny Magill at RMagill@pecpa.org
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